A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND
CHAPTER 14, SUB-CHAPTER D OF THE
NEW PENAL CODE TO CREATE A
NEW SECTION 14.80 MAKING
HOMOSEXUALITY A CRIMINAL OFFENCE
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PREAMBLE

Whereas, Article 5(b) of the 1986 Constitution of the Republic of Liberia
guarantees the preservation, protection and promotion of positive Liberian
culture, ensuring that traditional values which are compatible with public
policy and national progress are adopted; and

Whereas, Liberia is blessed with cultural diversity which account for its rich
value system and practices that are sustained by the provisions of the 1986
constitution and which values and practices contravene same sex marriage and
its vices; and

Whereas, it is convincing that there has being no same sex marriage or
practice among the (16) sixteen indigenous tribes in Liberia and seriously frown
on and forbid the promotion of same sex including irregular sex practices in
any form or manner; and

Whereas, to allow same sex marriage and or the promotion of any of its form
in Liberia is a potential breakdown of our value system and a flagrant disregard
of our belief and rich heritage; and

Whereas, the enactment of the “Anti-homosexuality Law of Liberia, 2024” will
enable Liberians to continue the enjoyment and preservation of their priceless
African culture and values system.

NOW THEREFORE,




It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legislature

assembled:

Section 1: That immediately upon passage of this Bill, Chapter 14, Sub-Chapter
D of the New Panel Code is hereby amended to add a New Section 14.80
making homosexuality a criminal offence.

Section 2: Sub-Chapter 14.80 is hereby added to read as follows:

14.80:

2024,
14.81
29

Short Tittle: This Act shall be known as the “Anti-homosexuality Act,

: Definition.

Same sex — means involving a sexual relationship between two or more
persons of the same gender.

“Homosexuality” means the performance of a sexual act by a person on
another person of the same sex.

. “serial offender” means a person who has previous convictions for the

offence of homosexuality or related offences;

“sex contraption” means a device or object used to stimulate a sexual
organ or to simulate sexual intercourse between persons of the same
sex;

. “sexual act” means the stimulation or penetration, however slight —

a. of a person’s anus or mouth by a sexual organ of another person of
the same sex

b. of a person’s anus, sexual organ or mouth by a sex contraption, by a
person of the same sex; or

c. of a person’s anus or sexual organ by any part of the body of a person
of the same sex;

“advance age” means seventy five years of age and above;

“vulnerable person” means a person in need of special protection as a

result of age, sex, illness, physical or mental disability, social or personal

status, or other status and includes a refugee, an internally displaced

person, a stateless person, an asylum seeker, a victim of gender-based

violence and an illiterate person or elderly person

“Imprisonment for life” means imprisonment for the natural life of a

person without the possibility of being released””

“Terminal iliness” means a disease without a scientific cure.




14.82: Offences of Homosexuality and Aggravated Homosexuality.

a. Homosexuality

An act of homosexuality is committed if Two (2) or more
persons of the same sex or gender willfully involve
themselves into sexual relationship and or activities.

For the purpose of clarity, a person is not guilty of
Homosexuality who is alleged or suspected of being a
homosexual, yet, did not commit a sexual act with another
person of the same sex.

b. Aggravated homosexuality:

A person is guilty of the commission of the offence of Aggravated
homosexuality if he/she is involved with the following.

a.
b.

The person against whom the offence is committed is a child;
The offender is a parent, guardian or relative of the person
against whom the offence is committed;

The person against whom the offence is committed contracts a
terminal iliness as a result of the sexual intercourse;

The offender is a serial offender;

. The offender is a person in authority over the person against

whom the offence is committed;

The person against whom the offence is committed is a person
with disability or suffer disability as a result of the sexual act;
The person against whom the offence is committed is a person
with internal iliness or suffers a mental iliness as a result of the
sexual act;

. The person against whom the offence is committed is of

advanced age (75-year above);

The sexual act is committed against a person by means of
threats, force, fear of bodily harm, duress or undue influence,
intimidation of any kind, or through misrepresentation as to
the nature of the act; or

The person against whom the offence is committed was, at the
time of the commission of the offense was unconscious or in
an altered state of consciousness due to the influence or drugs,




alcohol or any other substance that impaired his or her
judgment.

14.83: Grading

Aggravated Homosexuality is a First-Degree Felony, if the condition as set
forth in section 2 (a-j) are satisfied, and shall upon conviction be sentenced to
life imprisonment.

Homosexuality is a Second-Degree Felony, if the condition as set forth in
section 1 (i) are satisfied, and shall upon conviction be sentenced for the
period of Ten (10) years imprisonment.

14.84: Punishment for child offender

1. A child (10-15) who is convicted of an offence under, Section 14.82

(b) (a, ¢, d, g, j), of this Act shall instead of the punishment prescribed
under section 14.83, Grading, shall be convicted and sentence to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding 3 years.

2. A child (16-18 years) who is convicted of an offence under Section

14.82 (b), (a, ¢, d, g, j), of this Act shall instead of the punishment
prescribed under section 14.83, Grading, shall be convicted and
sentence to imprisonment for a period not exceeding not exceeding 6
years.

14.85: Protection, assistance and payment of compensation to victim of
homosexuality.

A person involved in the investigation, prosecution or trial of an
offence under this Law shall assist the victim of the offence to
present his or her views and concerns at the appropriate stages of
the criminal proceedings.

Where a person is convicted of the offence of homosexuality or
aggravated homosexuality under this Law, the Court shall, in
addition to any punishment imposed, order the person to pay
compensation to the victim of the offence, in an amount in the
opinion of the Court is just, due to the physical, sexual or
psychological harm suffered by the victim of the offence; the
degree of the force used; medical and other expenses incurred by
the victim as a result of the offence.



14.86: Consent to sexual act is no defense

The consent of a person to commit a sexual act shall not constitute a defense
to a charge under this Law.

14.87: Confidentiality

Any editor, publisher, reporter or columnist in the case of printed materials,
announcer or producer in the case of television and radio producer or director
of a film in the case of the movie industry or any person utilizing tri-media
facilities or information technology who publishes or causes the publication of
the names and personal circumstances or any other information tending to
establish the identity of a victim of the offence without the authority of the
victim of the offence or Court commits an offense and, on conviction shall be
made to pay a fine not exceeding (100,000.00) One Hundred Thousand
Dollars.

14.88: Offence Committed Against A Child
1. Child grooming

i. A person who -

a. Recruits, transports, transfers, harbors or receives a child for
purposes of engaging the child in homosexuality or any other
conduct prohibited under this Act;

b. Displays, distributes or supplies to a child, any material
demonstrating, depicting or illustrating a sexual act between
persons of the same sex or any other conduct that is prohibited
under this Act.

c. Shows or avails to a child, a picture, video or film showing,
depicting or illustrating a sexual act between persons of the
same sex or any other conduct that is prohibited under this
Act.

Commits an offence and upon conviction:

i In the case of contravention of paragraph (a), of Article V,
section 1, convict shall be sentenced to life imprisonment




ii. In the case of contravention of paragraph (b), (c) or (d), of
Article V, section 1, convict shall be sentenced to
imprisonment for a period of ten (10) years.

d. The consent of a child or the consent of the child’s parent or
guardian, person in authority or any other person with parental
responsibility over the child to the acts prescribed in Art5ticle
V, section (1) shall not be a defense to a charge under this Act.

14.89: Promotion of homosexuality

1. A person who promotes homosexuality commits an offence and is liable,
on conviction, to imprisonment for a period not exceeding twenty year.
2. A person who promotes homosexuality where the person: -

a.

Encourages or persuades another person to perform a sexual act or
to do any other act that constitute an offence under this Law;
Knowingly advertise, publishes, prints, broadcasts, distributes or
causes the advertisement, publication, printing, broadcasting or
distribution by any means, including the use of a computer,
information system or the internet, of any material promoting or
encouraging homosexuality or the commission of an offence under
this Law;

Provides financial support, whether in kind or cash, to facilitate
activities that encourage homosexuality or the observance or
normalization of conduct prohibited under this Law;

Knowingly leases or subleases, uses or allows another person to use
any house, building or establishment for the purpose of undertaking
activities that encourage homosexuality or any other offence under
this Law; or

Operates an organization or institution which promotes or
encourages homosexuality or the observance or normalization of
conduct prohibited under this Act.

3. Where an offence prescribed under this section is committed by a legal
entity the Court shall: -

a.

Impose a fine not exceeding (LRD1,000,000.00) one million Liberian
dollars. for the breach of any of the provision of this sections;
Suspend the license of the entity for a period of twenty five (25)
years, or

Cancel the license or agreement granted to the entity.



14.90: Premises

A person who, knowingly allows any his/her premises to be used by any
person for purposes of homosexuality or to commit an offence under this Act,
commits an offence and is punishable by a find of (10,000.00) Ten Thousand
Dollars or sentenced for the for a period of three (3) years or both upon
conviction.

14.91: Disqualification and Disclosure
1. Disqualification from employment upon conviction

A person who is convicted of the offence of homosexuality or aggravated
homosexuality shall be disqualified from employment in a child care institution
or in any other institution which places him or her in a position of authority or
care of a child or a vulnerable person until such a time as a probation, social
and welfare officer determines that the person is fully rehabilitated or no
longer poses a danger to a child or a vulnerable person.

2. False sexual allegation.

1. A person who intentionally makes false or misleading allegations against
another person has committed an offence under this Act and is
punishable by find of (5,000.00) Five Thousand upon conviction or
sentenced to imprisonment for One (1) or both.

2. In this section, an allegation is false or misleading if at any stage of
investigation or prosecution, it is proven that the alleged act did not take
place or the information reported was malicious.

14.92: Miscellaneous Provisions

The trail of all cases of homosexuality shall be heard in camera
14.93. This Act shall take effect immediately upon publication into handbill.

ANY LAW TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING




